TEXNOAOTIA KAI TEXNOKPATEZ

Juxva avahePOUOOTE OTNV EVVOLa TNG
«TEXVOAOYLOGY KOL TOU KTEXVOKPATNY,
aAAote Baupdlovtag TG SuvaTOTNTEG
£DAPUOYNG TWV ETMLOTNOVLKWV ETUTEVY-
HATWV Kal AAAOTE aVNOUXWVTAC YLO TNV
KotaotpodLkn enLBOAN NG TEXVOAoylag
oTnV Kowwvia.

Tnv televtaia dekaetia, avadepopaote
oTNV MUPNVLKA TEXVOAoyia, n omola me-
pAappavel peyalo aplOpo edapuoywy,
OTIWG TIUPNVLKA EPYOCTACLA, TIUPNVLKEG
kePaAEC, Tapaywyn MAOUTWVIOU Kal
TIUPNVIKWV OTAWV, aAAQ KAl TN XpAoN
NG PASLEVEPYELOG YLa LOTPLKA SLAyvVwaon
Kol Beparneia, yia napaockeur padlo-
dapudKkwy, yla XpnoeLg otn Blopnxavia,
Yewpyia, yewAoyia, padloBloroyia, pa-
dloxnuela, otnv apxatoloyia, otn cuv-
TNPNON £PYWV TEXVNG, OTNV EYKANUATO-
Aoyla Kal oTa VAPKWTLKA.

AuTéc oL edpappoyeg €xouv duo Slado-
PETIKEC Pphooodieg kal aflomolovv TNV
MPO0d0o TNC eMLOTAUNG HE OLadOPETIKN
Bewpnon Twv TPAYUATWV. ITNV TPWTN
TieEPLMTWOon, €(0UV WG EMIKEVIPO TO OLKO-
VOULKO Odelog kot tnv emifoAn e€ou-
olag, evw otn 6eUTEPN ETIKEVTPO €XOUV
TOV AvOPWTTO Kal TV Kowwvia.

XapaKTnpLloTika mapadeiypata tng Tex-
VOAOYLKNG TIPoOSoU TOU TEPACUEVOU
alwva, Twv omoilwv n dlocodia otnpi-
letal otnv emBoAn oxvog aAAd Kal oTnVv
QTTOKTNGON OLKOVOULKWY W PEAELWV €L
Bapog Tou avBpwrou, givat amnod t pla o
TIUPNVLKOC BopBapdlopdc tng Xipooipa
Kot Tou NayKOOAKL, HE EKATOVIAOEG XL-
Aladeg Bavatoug Kal owvia TANYwWHUE-
VOUG amo TN padleVEPYELD, LE OLKOAOYL-
KEC, KOLWVWVLIKEC KOIL OLKOVOULKEG KOTOO-
TPOdEC Kal Ao TNV AAAN, N KATAOKEUN

TIUPNVIKWV EPYOCTOCLWY, TWV OTIOLWV T
KOTOOTPOPLKA OmOTEAECUATA, OAAA KOl
ol Peudelc StaPefalwoslc Twv ELOIKWV
nepl Bwpdkiong Kkal Tpootaciag Tou
TMANBuoHOU amo Ta TUPNVLKA ATUXAHOTO
KOl TQ TTUPNVIKA Toug amoPAnTa, yla 6n-
Bev oKOVOULKO O0deAOC TNG KOWWVLOG,
Twpa ylvovtal opata.

Ot SlaPeBalwoelg Twv ELBIKWV OTL O Kiv-
duvocg Bavatndopou TUPNVIKOU aTuxn-
HOTOG €lval (00G¢ pe autdv TNG TTWONG
HETEWPLTN — oupdwva pe TNV Emttponn
Rasmussen — Kot OTL TO NAEKTPLKO pELA
Ba eivatl dwpeav, anodeixdBnkav Peuvdeig
KOLL TLOLP OTTA OV TLKEC.

Elval evOelKTIKO Tw¢, OTav N TUPNVLKN
texvoloyia mpoodépetal pe duvatotnta
OTOMLKWV KOl OLKELOBEAWY TAOYWV
(r.x. wTplkn xprnon tng padlevépyelag),
TO OMOTEAEOUATA TNG ELvaL TTAVTA TIPOG
0deN0OG TNG Kovwviag, yloti uTtapxeL €-
Aeyxo¢ Tou TOALTN Kal n texvoloyia ou-
vepyaletal Pe TNV Kowwvia. AvrtiBeta,
otav n xpnon tng emPAarAetal — Ko pPa-
Alota pallka — amo KpAtn [ amo mupn-
VIKQ AOUTTL, TOTE Ta amoTeAEopata ival
KOTOLOTPOPLKA yLla TNV KOLWVwWVia.

Adnoape yla To TEAOC TOV XaPOKTNPLOUO
TOU «TEXVOKPATNY». XE OMOLAONTIOTE €y-
KUKAoTalbela KL av avatpEEeL Kavelg, Ba
Slafaocel mMwG «TEXVOKPATNG €lval o &-
TILOTHOVOC, O OTIOLOG yLaL TN UEAETN Kall
ETAUON TIPOPBANUATWY TOU OLKOVOULKOU,
KOLVWVLKOU KOl TIOALTIKOU XWPOU Xpnol-
pHomolel auotnpd to dedopéva Kal TIC
QTOULTACELG TNG TEXVOAOyLlag, TNG OLKOVO-
Hlog KoL TNG pHNXavVIKAG, moapayvwpilov-
TOG OuVNBWC TIC KOWWVLKEG ETUITTW-
OELG».

AKpLBWC OUTEG TIG KOWWVLIKEG ETULITTW-
OELC TIOPOYVWPLOAV — Kol ouveXilouv va



mapayvwpilouv — oL TUPNVLKOL TEXVOK-
PATEC KOLL OL TIUPNVLIKEC ETALPELEC TTOU EY-
KaBlotolv Twpa TMUPNVIKOUG avtldpao-
TNPEC O€ TPLTEC XWPEG, WOTE adevoC va
TIC SeopelouV Kal APETEPOU va £XOUV OL
6tec tn duvartotnta kat to «know-how»
TWV OTPATIWTIKWY TUPNVIKWV £dapuo-
YWV.

H rtupnvikn teXVoAoyla KoL N TIPOToyaV-
Sa (K. EAEYOEPOTYMIA 30.4.2011)

TECHNOLOGY AND TECHNOCRATS

We often refer to the concepts of “tech-
nology” and “technocrat”—sometimes
admiring the potential of applying scien-
tific achievements, and other times wor-
rying about the destructive imposition of
technology on society.

In the past decade, we have been refer-
ring increasingly to nuclear technology,
which includes a wide range of applica-
tions such as nuclear power plants, nu-
clear warheads, the production of pluto-
nium and nuclear weapons, as well as
the use of radioactivity for medical diag-
nosis and treatment, the production of
radiopharmaceuticals, and uses in indus-
try, agriculture, geology, radiobiology,
radiochemistry, archaeology, the preser-
vation of artworks, criminology, and nar-
cotics.

These applications follow two different
philosophies and utilize scientific pro-
gress with differing perspectives. In the
first case, the focus is on economic gain
and the exertion of power, while in the

second, the focus is on human and socie-
tal benefit.

Typical examples of technological ad-
vancement in the past century—based
on a philosophy of power enforcement
and profit at the expense of humanity—
include, on the one hand, the nuclear
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
which resulted in hundreds of thousands
of deaths and people permanently
harmed by radiation, along with ecologi-
cal, social, and economic destruction;
and on the other hand, the construction
of nuclear power plants. The destructive
consequences of these plants—as well
as the false reassurances from experts
regarding safety measures and protec-
tion from nuclear accidents and nuclear
waste for the supposed economic bene-
fit of society—are now becoming evi-
dent.

Experts' claims that the risk of a fatal nu-
clear accident was as low as that of a
meteorite strike—as stated by the Ras-
mussen Report—and that electricity
would be free, turned out to be false and
misleading.

It is telling that when nuclear technology
is offered with the possibility of individ-
ual and voluntary choice (e.g., medical
use of radioactivity), its outcomes are
always beneficial to society, because
there is public oversight and cooperation
between technology and society. In con-
trast, when its wuse is imposed—
especially on a mass scale—by states or
nuclear lobbies, the results are disas-
trous for society.

We have left for last the definition of the
“technocrat.” In any encyclopaedia, one
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will read that “a technocrat is a scientist
who, in studying and solving economic,
social, and political problems, strictly
uses the data and demands of technol-
ogy, economics, and engineering, often
disregarding the social consequences.”
These are precisely the social conse-
guences that nuclear technocrats and
nuclear companies have ignored—and
continue to ignore—as they now install
nuclear reactors in third countries, aim-
ing both to bind them and to maintain
for themselves the capability and know-
how of military nuclear applications.



